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Words for Exhibition

The bark cloth craft is the unique skill of
theAustronesians. They collect bark and make it into
cloth by striking and patting it. This ancient craft has
been passed down to many ethnic groups over the
years. There was a time when it was lost among
Taiwanese aborigines. However, with the tracking of
the aborigines, they not only make the skill of their
ancestors reappear, but also inject new vigor to the
bark cloth. This special exhibition invites you to enter
the culture of bark cloth, knowing the research findings
and distribution of bark cloth, and learn about this
precious skill that coexists with humans and the
nature. Follow us to know more about the bark cloth !
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Learning About Bark Cloth

What are some sources of bark cloth? Why can
the bark of plants of Moraceae, such as paper
mulberry and Ficus superba Mig, can be made into the
clothes that can be used in our life? Now let's feel the
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Tradition of Bark

Before the 1990s, the bark cloth was only seen
in Taiwanese literatures and the real bark cloth or
tools were rarely seen. Panay, the old chieftain of
Atolan Amis, Tungho, Taitung County, and the former
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Originality of Bark

With the combination of tradition and innovation, a
new trend in bark cloth making came into being.
Craftsmen, such as Lahok, Xiang-Lan Xu and Lin
Rongyi inherited this important cultural heritage
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from the aborigines and applied innovative methods to
enhance the craft.

chieftain Kunui et al. , revived bark cloth making by
trying to recall this ancient craft from memory.

texture of the bark.
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The Skill That Coexists with the Nature

The bark cloth craft is an important cultural trait of
the Austronesians. It's distributed between 30 degrees
north latitude and 40 degrees so_gt'h‘ |atitude. Each
region has its own unique pattern feéﬁi'res. The bark is
removed from a tree, soaked, beat and ’fﬂr—dried to be
extended before being made it into clothes.
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