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Who are the Pingpu Aborigines?

Before the arrival of Chinese settlers in Taiwan, the lowland
plains areas of Taiwan were already inhabited by many
different indigenous peoples, each with their own distinct
culture, language and settlement patterns. In historical
records, these peoples are referred to collectively as the
“Pingpu-tzu” (“Plains Tribes”). Nowadays, they are known
as the Pingpu Aborigines (“Taiwanese Plains Aborigines”)
and include tribes such as the Kavalan (recognized by the
central government), Siraya (recognized by the Tainan City
Govemment), Ketagalan, and others which has yet to be
officially recognized at any level of govemment in Taiwan.
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| The term “Pingpu™first appears in
‘—Crﬁfre’S'e;fﬁstoncal records‘dwrrfg;—trﬁ
reign of the Yongzh 3-
Qing Dynas t'!
Record of Missior
Adjacent Waters (publlshed inor shortly
after 1724), Huang Shu-ching refers to
“the Pingpu villages.”
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Where did they come from? And
where did they go?

The Pingpu Aborigines were already living in Taiwan’s
lowland plains areas long before the first Chinese
settlers arrived in Taiwan. They did have some contact
with outsiders at various points in history, and are
referred to in various historical documents (sometimes
in the form of illustrations). Over time, as they came
under increasingly serious pressure from other ethnic
groups, they were forced to migrate to more remote
parts of Taiwan as their ancestral lands were gradually
stripped away.
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Lifestyles

The Pingpu Aborigines each
possess unique lifestyles and
cultural traditions. Every aspect of
their lives — including their hunting
methods, agricultural techniques,
building construction methods,
weaving traditions, weddings,
religious ceremonies, etc. — reflect
their respect for the natural world
and their inherited wisdom.
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They Arejyand Always Will Be,
Aborigines

There is an old folk'saying in Taiwan that goes, “You
may have a Chinese grandfather, but you don’t have
a Chinese grandmother.” However, this is a
falsehood. Historical research has proven that the
vast majority of Chinese settlers who emigrated from
Fujian Province to Taiwan never intermarried with
Taiwanese aborigines on a large scale. In addition,
genetic studies have confirmed that the genetic
make-up of the present-day Pingpu Aborigines is
homogenous with Taiwan’s officially identified
aborigines. Therefore, it should be noted that the
genetic make-up of today’s Han Chinese in Taiwan
differs extremely from that of the Pingpu Aborigines.
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Stories from the Earth

Recent archeoloegical discoveries and research have
helped scholargg ally piece together the
history of the Pingpu Aborigines, and have given us a
better understandi?’@df their way of life.
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The Important Role Played by

Banana Fiber in Pingpu Culture

For the Kavalan people, every single part of the
banana plant (banana tree) had its uses. Not only
could the sweet fruits of the banana be eaten, freshly
harvested banana leaves could be laid out on the
ground and used as vessels for offering sacrificial
foods to the gods; banana leaves could also be used
as food wrappings, and even to cure illnesses. The
stem of the banana plant was the main source of
material for the banana fiber used in textile-making,
while the soft inner layer of the stem was also edible.

The use of banana fiber — a wholly natural material
— for making textiles reflected the philosophy and
cultural values that underpinned Kavalan society.
Banana fiber is natural, down-to-earth and
multi-functional, with its own unique texture.
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Exquisite Cross-stitch Embroidery

The Pingpu Aborigines were renowned for their
expertise in textile-making and embroidery. They
were skilled at using different types of natural
materials to create clothing and accessories. The
women of the Siraya tribe were especially skilled in
the art of embroidery, particularly cross-stitch
embroidery. Siraya embroidery is beautiful and
superbly-made, making use of a wide range of

distinctive decorative motifs that reflect the Siraya
people’s way of life, including flowers and
leaves, the Buddhist “reverse swastika”
symbol, the Eight Trigrams symbols,
birds, animals, people, etc.
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