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Introduction

Crystal-clear grains of salt, after emerging from the earth’s vast oceans
and embarking on a voyage through time, have linked together
different cultures in an extraordinary way. In the past, salt brought
wealth and power, and played an important role in the rise and fall of
cities, economic prosperity, and war and strife. Salt can be found in
almost every facet of life ranging from cooking, medicine, religion, and
even industrial development. A handful of salt simultaneously
empowers us and reminds us how essential this precious substance
really is.

The theme of this exhibition is centered on salt. Beginning from an
archaeological point of view, join us as we take a journey through past
eras and life stories to learn more about one of humanity’s most
precious resources.
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Salt and Archaeology

Archaeologists have tried to uncover traces of salt at archaeological
sites. However, because salt is soluble, archaeologists have had to rely
on secondary evidence produced from the salt industry. Examples of
secondary evidence include pottery used to make salt, historical
remains, traces of chemical substances left behind in excavated sites,
and the layouts of sites.

BEMEEEHTM (A +
“mA) 8F  sliEE
INEEYEEY 5 T—J5 &
Nt Bz - 5 5=
B RIBHIEETT o

Y BRIB - AMATHR R T
= BAEEDTHER
Rk CHEE o

ESpY BN LAt Vil

B BEYEEMANPENRREER  BEX
B Z2EZN  BRES  W{REERM
cHE - MAEABALRSHE  HEFER
FHIRE  RAZTERRS OLIRAR  BE
BHEERFRYNESEY - EHRMANEFS
RERZEI R ?

Traces of Salt

The Social Significance
and Functions of Salt

In ancient times, salt shaped
our eating habits and even
entire civilizations. Salt also
played a major role in
power and authority, global
trade, and cultural exchange.
In modern times, salt is used
to regulate electrolytes in our
bodies, to enhance the
flavors of our food, to help
us relax in our baths, and to
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Pass the Salt, Please!
Salt, Etiquette, and Culture

The curious art of salt carving has existed for thousands of years. Did
you know that salt carvings were once highly prized possessions of
ancient kings?

In order to show off his power and authority, the Zhou Dynasty King of
ancient China displayed tiger-shaped salt carvings at feasts. Tigers
were seen as a symbol of strength and success.
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But Where Did It All Come From?
The Origin of Salt

When the earth was formed, salt began forming from various sources
as the shape of the earth changed. Salt originated mainly from rocks,
oceans, wells, and lakes. People from different parts of the world came
up with different methods for obtaining salt.

ERAPINILSERER - (ZEEEYERE  BRERE)

—HiEE > FEMEBEERUENER ;
—ET > ERMEFEEIH® -
—EREE - FEEF > RE-SRIE
FHRHE  BRIXTEARBRE -

The Taste of Salt
Salt from Around the World

A grain of salt offers us a glimpse into another culture;
A drop of sweat gives us a taste of the salt industry’s history.
Travel the seas together with salt, and listen to the songs of the waves.

Take a trip back in time, and experience the triumphs of mankind over
millennia.

K,
EYTUE Wb %frvl-‘?lu’%
AL © a w1

an
@ﬁlﬁo“" very own g, %
(2
’3%’<O> o o0 O
& %,

<° “

New Taiysi City Co Tl

-t

e "*;-;I =

T J LD < F LT S I it 2k 5 F 5 P

68 57 56 355 K B N JER R

8 2 D e A e

17 B I % 348 2% B 667 bl 38 Gk I 9 R 3R
7 VO T > SRR B e A
GRS A o~ A AR A

BKER BLRE
BEM-—BETEER
FRAFBLEBEMERNANE

mAEHI+=

THEYE E"BRE

Archaeology and Culture of Salt



